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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Member of the European Parliament

Brussels, 3 May, 2016

Mr Sedrisov Vasiliy Vasiliyevich

Head of the Federal State Institution

Penal Colony No. 31

of the Department of the Federal Penitentiary Service
of the Russian Federation

169060, Russian Federation
Komi Republic, Ust-Vym District, Mikun
Vostochnaya Street

Mr Sedrisov,

In my capacity as Member of the European Parliament, of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs and the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association
Committee, and the European Parliament’s standing rapporteur on Ukraine,
[ would like to raise with you the extremely worrying case of a Ukrainian citizen,
Mr Gennadiy Afanasyev, who is currently serving a sentence of 7 years in the
Federal State Institution: Penal Colony No.31 of the Department of the Federal
Penitentiary Service of the Russian Federation in the Komi Republic, which you
are heading. '

Firstly, I would like to address the worrying information on poor health
condition of Mr Afanasyev, as well as the allegations of torture and ill treatment
that he had sustained throughout the prosecution and detention, in order to
force him to cooperate with the investigative bodies, confess to all alleged crimes
and give false testimonies against other citizens of Ukraine, Mr Oleg Sentsov and
Mr Oleksandr Kolchenko. It is also deplorable that after Mr Afanasyev recanted
his testimonies in a court and made a statement of torture, he was subjected to
further ill-treatment by the Russian FSB and prison’s authorities, by placing him
in solitary confinement and the imposition of strict condition of detention.

Secondly, I am concerned about the very basis of Mr Afanasyev and other
Ukrainian citizens’ prosecution. As clearly described by numerous human rights
organisations and supported by calls of the international organisations and
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institutions for the immediate release of the Ukrainians unlawfully captured,
prosecuted and imprisoned in Russia, due to their active pro-Ukrainian stance
and open opposition to the Russian illegal annexation of Crimea, the criminal
procedures against Mr Afanasyev, Mr Sentsov, Mr Kolchenko and Mr Oleksiy
Chyrniy bare political motivations.

The case of Mr Afanasyev, as well as other Ukrainian citizens are being closely
followed and monitored by the international community and constitute the basis
for increasing calls for targeted sanctions of those involved in the unlawful
capture, prosecution, imprisonment, torture and ill-treatment of individual
Ukrainian citizens.

Finally, by transferring Mr Afanasyev to a detention facility outside of Crimea, Mr
Afanasyev’s place of residence, the Russian Federation has de facto violated its
own legislation, which provides for the convicts to serve the term in a detention
facility located in the proximity of the convict’s place of residence. In the case of
Mr Afanasyeyv, it is Crimea.

Therefore, I call on you to provide to me and other Members of the European
Parliament, with reliable information on Mr. Afanasyev’s state of health and
detention, and to ensure he receives the necessary medical assistance and does
not face further torture and ill-treatment in the place of detention. I also call on
you to ensure that he can be freely visited by relatives and representatives of the
Ukrainian diplomatic mission in the Russian Federation.

Sincerely yours,

Jacek Sarylisz-W A

Member of the European Parliament



