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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Member of the European Parliament

Brussels, 3 May, 2016

Mr. Vladimir Belykh
Governor of the Kirov Province

610019, Russian Federation
Kirov, 69
Karl Liebknecht Street

Mr. Belykh,

In my capacity of a Member of the European Parliament, its Committee on
Foreign Affairs and the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association
Committee, I would like to raise with you the extremely worrying case of Mr.
Oleksandr Kostenko, Ukrainian citizen currently being detained in a facility of
your province. As the matter has been closely monitored by the institutions of
the European Union, including particularly the European Parliament, I would like
to obtain concrete information on Mr. Kostenko’s current condition amid credible
information on serious health and detention related issues.

Mr. Kostenko was arrested on 5 February, 2015 in Simferopol, Crimea, Ukraine.
On 15 May, 2015, Mr. Kostenko was sentenced to imprisonment for a term of 4
years and 2 months (later the conviction was reduced to 3 years and 11 months).
He allegedly intentionally caused minor bodily harm in a short-term health
disorder, for reasons of hatred or hostility (Art. 115, section 2, subsection ‘b’ of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation), by throwing a stone at a police
officer during one of the many pro-democratic Euromaidan protests, as well as
illegally possessed and carried firearms and ammunition (Art. 222, section 1 of
the CC of the RF). The charges and the final conviction on acts allegedly
committed on the territory of sovereign Ukraine, were solely based on a
testimony given by the alleged sufferer and the former employee of the unreliable
Crimean Special Police ‘Berkut’, and the search of Mr. Kostenko’s apartment
conducted following his detention, at his absence. It is noteworthy that the
documentation related to the search of the apartment seems to have been fabricated,
including the fact it bears a false date.

Moreover, as reported by numerous sources, other major irregularities took place
during Mr. Kostenko’s detention. His arm was broken, and he was subsequently
tortured by the means of regular beatings, use of electric schocks, putting a plastic
bag on his head, other threats of physical damage, and simulations of an
execution with the use of a gun. Finally, Mr. Kostenko’s family and legal counsel,
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Mr. Dimitry Sotnikov, were subjected to persecution as well. To date, none of
these accusations have been investigated by the Russian authorities.

As the case of Mr. Kostenko clearly bears marks of political persecution after the
illegal annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation; his detention and trial
took place in breach of the international, Ukrainian and even the Russian law; as
well as you and your prison service are responsible for Mr. Kostenko’s well-
being, I urge youto inform me and other interested Members of the European
Parliament on his current health and detention conditions, as well as any plans of
the Russian authorities to properly investigate the accusations of tortures
exterted on Mr. Kostenko, and persecution of his family and lawyer.

Additionally, I would like to ask whether the family, counsel and Ukrainian
diplomats have free access to Mr. Kostenko, and about the planned date of his
relocation, as according to the laws of the Russian Federation, the convicted
person must serve his sentence in a detention facility closest to his place of
residence or the place of his sentencing, which in case of Mr. Kostenko is Crimea,
Ukraine.

Mr. Belykh, as the European Parliament’s Standing Rapporteur on Ukraine, let
me assure you that the European Union will continue to closely monitor the case
of Mr. Kostenko and other Ukrainian citizens illegally detained in the Russian
Federation, in relation to the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian conflict and their strong
stance for sovereign and democratic Ukraine. Any breaches of the international
and Ukrainian laws constitute the basis for targeted personal sanctions against
individuals involved in these shameful proceedings, including particularly
judiciary and law-enforcement officers responsible for unlawful detentions,
prosecutions and tortures.

Therefore, I call on you again to provide to me and other Members of the

European Parliament, with reliable information on the above-asked questions
and to regularly inform us on Mr. Kostenko'’s state of health and detention.

Sincerely yours,

Jacek Sa sz- N';
Member of the B

o

opean Parliament
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For information:

Mr. Pozdeyev Sergey Leonidovich, Interim Head of the Federal State
Institution Correction Facility No. 5 of the Office of the Federal Penitentiary
Service of the Russian Federation

613040, Russian Federation
Kirov-Chepetsk (Kirov Province)
16, Ovrazhnaya Street



