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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Member of the European Parliament

Brussels, 3 May, 2016

Mr. Vladimir Nikolayevich Sivov

Head of the Federal State Institution

Penal Colony No. 5

of the Department of the Federal Penitentiary Service
of the Russian Federation

603950, Russian Federation
Nizhny Novgorod, L-32 GSP-1084
2g Raketnaya Street

Mr. Sivov,

In my capacity as Member of the European Parliament, of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs and the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association
Committee, and the European Parliament’s standing rapporteur on Ukraine,
Iwould like to raise with you the extremely worrying case of Mr. Yuriy
Soloshenko, 73-yeard old Ukrainian citizen currently being detained in your
facility. As the matter has been closely monitored by the institutions of the
European Union, including particularly the European Parliament, I would like to
obtain concrete information on Mr. Soloshenko’s current condition amid credible
information on serious ‘health and detention issues, in particular taking into
account his tachycardia and coronary heart problems, as well as the fact that he
was diagnosed with cancer.

Mr. Soloshenko was detained in August 2014 in Moscow, accused of espionage.
He was sentenced to imprisonment for a term of 6 years in a strict regime
colony. The charges and the final conviction seem to bear political motivations.
Accusations of ‘spying for Ukraine’ are used for propaganda reasons in the
context of the current Russian-Ukrainian conflict. In this case even more so,
using the fact that Mr. Soloshenko for many years worked in the Ukrainian
military industry producing weapons sold to the Russian Federation. It should be
noted that Mr. Soloshenko retired 6 years ago.

Moreover, other facts confirming the doubtful character of the accusations
brought against Mr. Soloshenko are the way in which both the detention and
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the trial of Mr. Soloshenko were conducted. A major number of irregularities
have been identified. Firstly, his family learned about his arrest from a counsel,
and were able to speak to him by phone only 4 months after his detention.
Secondly, the independence of the Russian ex-officio lawyers raised significant
doubts and the efforts to acquire new counsels were undermined by the Russian
special services, namely the FSB. Thirdlly and finally, the Ukrainian diplomatic
representative had been prevented from meeting Mr Soloshenko for 10 months.

As the case of Mr. Soloshenko clearly riases concerns and you and your prison
service are directly responsible for Mr. Soloshenko’s well-being, I urge you to
inform me and other Members of the European Parliament that are following the
case closely on his current health and detention conditions. Additionally, I would
like to ask whether Mr. Soloshenko’s family, counsel and the Ukrainian diplomats
have free access to him.

Mr. Sivov, let me assure you in my capacity as the European Parliament’s
Standing Rapporteur on Ukraine, that the European Union will continue to
closely monitor the case of Mr. Soloshenko and other Ukrainian citizens illegally
detained in the Russian Federation, in relation to the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian
conflict. Any breaches of the international and Ukrainian laws constitute the
basis for targeted personal sanctions against individuals involved in these
shameful proceedings, including particularly judiciary and law-enforcement
officers responsible for unlawful detentions, prosecutions and ill-treatment.

Therefore, I call on you again to provide to me and other Members of the

European Parliament, with reliable information on the above-asked questions
and to regularly inform us on Mr. Solosehnko’s state of health and detention.

Sincerely yours,

Jacek Saryusz-Wolski,/
Member of the European Parliament



